
Falu

Holi

Mithai (sweets)

We Asked Falu… 
What is your earliest musical memory?
When I was very little I sang a children’s song in a 
Bollywood movie. I was so small that I could not reach 
the microphone, and they had to give me a step stool to 
stand on.

What musical instruments do you play?
I play the harmonium, the tanpura (an Indian stringed 
instrument), and percussion. But my main instrument is 
my voice. It’s a very delicate, soft, and tender instrument. 
I can use it anytime because it is a part of my body. I 
sing in everything I do except when I am sleeping. I walk 
singing, talk singing, play singing, and work out singing.

What are your favorite holidays?
Diwali and Holi are my two favorite holidays. Diwali is our 
New Year, and Holi is a spring holiday where we play with 
watercolors and balloons and eat lots of desserts.
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Photos: Portrait of a young woman celebrating Indian Holi color festival by Indiapicture/Alamy Stock Photo; Valentine’s Day mithai by Krista/Wikicommons; Falu Shah, childhood photo courtesy of artist.


