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savannahga.gov

Savannah Music Festival raises all funds to deliver Musical 
Explorers at no cost to students, families, teachers, or schools.  

Investment in Savannah Music Festival’s Musical Explorers is 
provided by the City of Savannah.

Musical Explorers is sponsored by the Charles A. Frueauff 
Foundation, Marla & Morris Geffen, Gulfstream Aerospace 
Corporation, Walter Lynch & May Wall, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, Savannah-Chatham County Public School System, 
and Anne P. West.

Musical Explorers is sponsored in part by Courtney Knight 
Gaines Foundation, Robert M. and Diane v.S. Levy, JC Lewis 
Foundation, and Wells Fargo Foundation.

Partial support for Musical Explorers is provided by Atlanta 
Gas Light, Bennett Thrasher Foundation, Walter G. Canipe 
Foundation, Georgia Council for the Arts, Georgia Music 
Foundation, International Paper, Kole Family Foundation,  
Dayle & Aaron Levy, and Mr. & Mrs. Jerry McElreath,  
and Publix Super Markets Charities.

Additional support comes from Anonymous (2),  
Scott Center & Tatsiana Shakhmuts, Marla Cocalis,  
First Chatham Bank, Ms. Judith Glazer, AM Goldkrand,  
Great Dane, Mrs. Toby W. Hollenberg, JCB, Kiwanis Club  
of Skidaway, Arlene & Allan Ratner, Michael & Gail Siegel,  
Doug & Lamar Webb, and Ann Yingling.

Lead funding for Musical Explorers has been provided by  
Fund II Foundation and Ralph W. and Leona Kern.

Additional lead funding for Musical Explorers has been graciously 
provided by JJR Foundation and JMCMRJ Sorrell Foundation.

Major funding for Musical Explorers has been provided by  
The Walt Disney Company.

Additional support has been provided by  
The Edwin Caplin Foundation, Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, 
and KPMG LLP.

Musical Explorers is also made possible, in part, by an endowment gift 
from The Irene Diamond Fund.

The Weill Music Institute’s programs are made available to a nationwide 
audience, in part, by an endowment grant from the Citi Foundation.

Welcome to  
Musical Explorers  
at Home!
In this book you will find activities for 
your student which build on your school’s 
Musical Explorers curriculum. Even though 
we can’t be together in concert, we want 
you to find fun and music every day. There 
really is music all around us!

Enjoy your discoveries!

Jenny Woodruff
Director of Education and Community 
Engagement

P.S. We want to know about 
your music-making! Share with 
us @savannahmusicfestival or 
#musicalexplorersathome!  
You can also mail drawings or pictures to 
education@savannahmusicfestival.org or

Musical Explorers at Home 
c/o Savannah Music Festival 
200 East Saint Julian Street, Suite 601 
Savannah, GA 31401
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Welcome to  
Our Musical Trip!

Musical Explorers 

c/o Savannah Music Festival

200 East Saint Julian St.  

Suite 601

Savannah, Georgia 31401

USA

Hello Explorers! 

My name is Melody, and I am your musical 

guide. Music is my favorite thing in the 

whole world. I want to share music with 

you! I cannot visit your class or see you at 

a concert right now, but we can still learn 

about music together. I hope you enjoy 

meeting my friends!   

Remember, you can always be a Musical 

Explorer, no matter where you are or who 

you are!  

Love, Melody
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SOUTH AMERICA

Musical 
Explorers  
World Map
Even at home, we can hear music from all 
around the world. What kinds of music do 
our friends sing?

Harry Music from Ireland

Dan Klezmer Music from Eastern Europe

Gino Salsa from Cuba
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Explore the Sounds of Your City  
Music is everywhere! Let’s go on a sound exploration. All you need are your ears. 

You can use this explorer’s journal to record what you hear, including car horns and 
sirens, people singing, dogs barking, and even silence.

When and where?What did you hear?

Sirens
on my street 
walking to the 

mailbox
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Discover Music in Everyday Objects  
Music is waiting to be found in everyday objects! 

Experiment and see what kinds of sounds you can make with these objects. 

What other objects can you find that make interesting musical sounds?
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Let’s Explore  
Irish Music! 
Harry is a musician who lives in Savannah. He sings 
and plays music from the country of Ireland, where 
he grew up. Harry sings and plays the guitar and an 
instrument called the bodhrán. When someone sings 
an Irish song, everyone is invited to sing and dance 
along!

IRELAND
UNITED

KINGDOM

SAVANNAH
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Meet Harry!

Dear Musical Explorers, 

Top of the morning to you! My name 

is Harry, and I was born in a town 

called Drogheda (DRO-ee-duh), all 

the way across the Atlantic Ocean in 

Ireland. 

Now I live in Savannah, and I have 

a wonderful time with other Irish 

musicians here. We play and sing 

together, especially on Irish holidays 

like St. Patrick’s Day. Did you know 

that Savannah has one of the biggest 

St. Patrick’s Day parades in the world? 

I look forward to meeting you soon! 

Harry

Musical Explorers

c/o Savannah Music Festival

200 East Saint Julian St, 

Suite 601

Savannah, Georgia 31401

USA

GREETINGS FROM SAVANNAH
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We asked Harry… 
How did you start playing and singing music?

Music is a big part of Irish life. I sang with my father from an early age.  
I learned guitar by watching other people play and asking where to put my fingers.

What was your favorite book when you were growing up?

I liked adventure books. A book called Huckleberry Finn 
made me imagine what America was like. I thought I would 
never see it. Now I live here!

What was it like when you first came to the  
United States? 

I saw movies about America when I was growing up, but 
I still could not believe how big America was!  
The people who live here are so special.  
I am proud that now I am an American!
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Learn About the Bodhrán 
Harry plays an Irish frame drum called the bodhrán (BOW-ron). The bodhrán is the heartbeat of 
Irish music. This ancient drum is made with a wooden body and goat-skin head. It is played with 
a stick called a tipper or beater.        

Decorate the bodhrán with shapes and colors. You may also choose to use some of the Irish 
symbols shown below.

11



Let’s Explore  
Klezmer Music! 
Dan is a musician living in Athens, Georgia. He plays 
the bass with lots of other musicians, including the 
people in his klezmer band! Klezmer music comes from 
the Jewish people of Eastern Europe hundreds of years 
ago. Like many Jewish people in the United States, Dan 
can trace his ancestors back to Eastern Europe. 

Poland

Czechia
Slovakia

Hungary

Romania

Moldova

Black Sea

Baltic Sea

Ukraine

Belarus

Russia

Lithuania

Latvia

Estonia

SAVANNAH
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A gutn tog Music
al Explorers! 

My name is Dan, and I
 am 

a bass player fro
m Athens, 

Georgia. Athens i
s the home of 

the University of
 Georgia and 

lots of great music!

I play all kinds
 of music, but 

my favorite is klez
mer. I even 

have a band cal
led Klezmer 

Local 42. Klezmer is music for 

celebrating! Even
 though we’re 

far apart, we ca
n still celebrate 

together!

Zay gezunt (stay
 healthy),

Dan

Musical Explorer
s

c/o Savannah M
usic  

Festival

200 East Saint
 Julian St.

Suite 601

Savannah, Georg
ia 31401

USA

Meet Dan!

Greetings from    Athens•Georgia
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85

Niger
Passover Feast

We asked Dan...
Where did you grow up?

I grew up in the state of New York. I was in a band there with my friends. I also 
lived in a very small village in the African country of Niger (nee-ZHER). My father 
was an anthropologist, someone who studies different cultures. He took my whole 
family there when I was five.

How did you start playing music?

My whole family is musical. My mother plays piano, and my father was a singer. 
My brother plays guitar and drums. My father used to sing songs to us around a 
fire under the stars. 

What is your favorite holiday?

My favorite holiday is Passover. There is one meal with lots of eating and singing. 
It takes a long time and it gets loud! 
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Exploring Emotions Through Music
We can feel many emotions, or feelings, when we sing and listen to music - in klezmer, we can 
feel many different emotions at once! Listen to your favorite song and draw what you are feeling 
on the faces below.
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Let’s Explore Salsa!
Salsa comes from Cuba, a large island south of the United States. When people from Cuba 
immigrated to America, they brought their music with them. Gino is a musician who grew up in 
the South American country of Ecuador and went to college in Cuba. He is a drummer who grew 
up listening to salsa. Now he lives in Charleston, South Carolina.

ATLANTIC OCEAN
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¡Hola Musical Explorers!

My name is Gino, and I live in Charleston, 

South Carolina, where I make music with 

my band the Cuban Cowboys. Even though 

I grew up in the South American country 

of Ecuador, I play music that comes from 

Cuba—salsa! I lead my band from behind 

the congas—large drums that I play with 

my hands. Just don’t call them bongos—

bongos are much, much smaller. 

When you listen to salsa, make sure you 

are wearing the right shoes—salsa is music 

for dancing! 

¡Hasta luego! 
Gino

Musical Explorers

c/o Savannah Music Festival

200 East Saint Julian St. 

Suite 601

Savannah, Georgia 31401

USA

Greetings from
charleston

SOUTH CAROLINA

Meet Gino!
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We asked Gino …
What was it like where you grew up? 

I grew up in the country of Ecuador. My favorite thing was to climb trees.  
I listened to music all the time. When I was five years old, I told my mom I wanted  
to become a drummer.

Do you ever get nervous when you sing or play music?

All the time! But I love being able to connect with people when I play music.

What do you like to do besides playing music?

When I was a kid, I played soccer. Now I like to take pictures when I am not playing 
with my band.

Where is your favorite place that you’ve played music? 

Every place is special, but Musical Explorers is my favorite.  
Being a Musical Explorer has made an impact on my soul! 
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Color in the Salsa Instruments!

Congas

Timbales

Claves
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Write a Postcard to  
Your Favorite Artist!
Who is your favorite artist? Write a postcard to that person and 
draw a picture of your home.

Artist Name:

c/o Savannah Music Festival

200 East Saint Julian Street 
Suite 601

Savannah, Georgia 31401

Melody

Dan

Harry

Gino
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What Makes You Feel Good?
Draw a picture of something that makes you feel good!
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Draw a Picture of Your Favorite  
Musical Moment!
Did you see a concert? Watch your favorite singer? Play music on a stage?
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Ask an Adult About Their  
Favorite Music! 
How does that music make them feel? Draw a picture of them listening to music.
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savannahmusicfestival.org

Developed in Partnership with

Learn more with Harry, Dan, Gino and Melody at 
savannahmusicfestival.org/musicalexplorers

Are you a Musical Explorer? 
We want to hear from you!  
Share your music with us! 
Upload your photos and videos to social media  
and use #musicalexplorersathome and tag  
@savannahmusicfestival, or email us at  
education@savannahmusicfestival.org.


